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ATTOflkOy DOCKET KO. 
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This la a comiTiunloaiton from Iha BKamJnor (n chamB of your appneadon. 
C0MN4ISSI0NER OP PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 


ART Unit 


PAPER NuMl£n 


17; 

DATE HAILED: 


NOTICE OF AULOWABIUTY 

All clalma balnp ahowabia, PHOSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In [his appllcallon. If rvot includdd herewilh (or 
prevlouBly maHad). a Notice of AiiQvVdnco And Issue Foe Due or olher approprkila communlcaLlan wMI bo malted In due couraa. 

D This cammu nice Hon la rsapon^lve lO • 

^ Thfl allovudd claliti(B) la/ara O ^ _ 

□ The drawings (tied on .- are acceplfibla. 

□ Aoknowlodgomeni \e made of a claim for forelon priority under 3S U.S.C. § iie(e)-(d). 

D All G Some' □ None of the CERTIRED copjea of Ihe priority documents have bean 
Q racalvBd. " . 
□ received In Apptlcetton No. (SeriDS COde/SerlBl Number) ^ ' * > , 


G received In this national siage appltcailon from me international Bumau (PCT Rule 17.2(b)). 
'CertlMsd copies nol received: ^ 


, which has been approved 


□ AcknowledgBmsnl la made of a claim for domestic prioriiy under 35 U.S.C. § llB(el. ... . . 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD f^Ofl RESPONSE lo comply wilh the raqulramenle hOled below Is sot 10 EXPIRE THREE MOf^THS 
FROM THE *DATC MAILED^ of this OlfICO action. FaDure to timely comply will reQull In ABANDONMENT Of this oppUcallon. ExtenaJons of 
time may be obtained under the provtstons or 37 CFR i . 1 36(a]. 

□ Note (he flllached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION. PTO-152, which dladoaes thai the oath Of 
declaration fs dalldent. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DSCUVRATION IS REQUIRED. 

SLA ppl lu mil MUST ^^uU li^l^NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS -'u^\-^'^'^ A^^W^^^i^ \-li'hl Irov-f Lrr ^A i,- + 
U because the orfglnaliy filed drawings ware declared by apptlcani to be Inforrnal C 0^1 

□ Including chanQes required by the Notice of Draftperson's Palonl Drawing Ravlew. PTO-O^S, aitached hereto or to Paper No. . 

□ including changes required by the proposed dnawtng correctfon filed on ■ 
by the exemlnar. 

□ Including changea required by trio aitached Examiner'a Amendment/CommenL 

Idantirytne Indicia auch as the application numDOf («eo 37 CFR 1^4(c)} should be written on the ravBraa alfSa of Ihe drewlno*. 
The drawings ehould be filed ae a eeparate paper with o transmltui letter addreaaed to the orrtclal Drahperoon, 

□ Note the aitached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 

Any response to this letter should Include, fn the upper righl hand comer, the APPUCATION NUMBER (SEC1IES CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). 
If appKcani hsE receivBd a Notice of Allowance and laaue Fee Due, Ihe ISSUE BATCH NU^SEF^ and DATE of tr\e NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE ahould al90 be Included. r, f, \ 

AtlBChmant(a) 

□ Notice of RarBrancBB Cited, PTO-fid2 

□ InfDrmallon Orficlosura 5latBmBnt(B)) PTO-144fl, Papar Nd(b}. ^ 

□ Notloo of Draflsperson's Palani Drawing Revlewi PTO-94e 
Q Notice al Informal Patent Appflcallon. PTO-152 

□ Inlofvlew Summary. PTO-413 

□ Examiners Amendment/Comment 


D Examiner's Comment Regarding RaqutrBmeni for Depoeli ol Blologtcel MBlerial 
D Examiner'a Siaiemenl ol Reasona for Allowance 
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EXAMtNEn 


1 


t PAPERlttHMW 


3.772 
OATEMArteD: 


NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT 

Thia gppricatfon iB abamfonod in vjaw of; 

n ApptteonfA fAllurQ tff timafy fj/o a proper rosponco to the OHioo rettar maliarf on _ 


□ A UBpanBd (with a cainripato of Mailing «f rmnemlealon of _j ^ waived on 

-| — ~ which the expbailon of tho p«nod tor respomo (Indudfng a total extanslon of 

ttma of fflonih(B)) which mpirod on 


□ A prapowdnesponsawM received on. 
rajMlon. 


, but II 'does not comUtuta a proper raspofwe to tie final 

(A proper rosponae to a final mJaeHon consists only of: a timely Aled amandniBnt which places ttie applicallGn In 
contHlon for alltwanco; a NfliIco of Appeal; or ihe tiling of a continuing appneatlon under 37 CFfl 1^«=WC). 

□ No raoponoo has been reoehnd. 

a Applteanre fapura to Uniafy pay the required bsue fee wilhin the statuieiy period of ihna months from «te malllna date 
or trio Nodcaa of AirowAnco. 

D Thfl |»}uo fee (with a CortlffCHto of MdUlng or Tran$fnl86lon of_ J rt»i3dri/ed on 

□ 71188UBml£lGCf[BBUflfaeofa feitifiufflcient The issue fad f«iulrodby37CFR 1.18 is $- 

□ ThD rmuo foo hae not boon raoolvad. 

Applloanf 8 tefluro to tlmaly f]la.now formal tfraw/nos aa raquirad in (he Nottca of AllQWdblllfcy. 

□ PropotMd ntw formal drawfnos (vrftfl a Carfficata of Mailing or Ttgramiftelon cf > wara 

rocofvedon^ . ' 

□ Thfl propQflfld new formal drawlnsa fllod. 


-orDnot BCOGDtabla. 

^ I No prapoeed nawfamial draw^go have bean received. 

□ Tho oxprvflB abondonmont under 37 CFH 1 .e2(gj \f\ favor of Die FWC appllc^ation fllsd on — 

□ The latter of express abandonment which fa Blgned by the attamay or agent of record, the aeelanee of iho oniira 
(nt«ra«t,erairofthoiipp||c3antfi. 

° TS^Jl^l 2*.??^^ abandonmant which Is signed by an attorney or ogant (acting In a rapresonfutive c^adty under 
37CFfl1.a4(a)upofttftalIHr)flofacontinulngappllcfttlon. «v y nnnr 

□ The decision by the Board of Paieni Appesle and interferences rendered on ahd becauoa Ihe oarfod 

THOMASHAWKINS 

30S-B880 


I rn> uouiwon oy mo ooBfa OT rawni Appoaie and interferences rendered on.. 

for aeeidng court review of the dadalon haa expired and there ere no aHoivacr oieiim. 

□ The reaB0n(fl) below: 
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PATENT 
Docket No. 001.003.14 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: 
Douglas M. Sheffield, Jr. 
Serial No. 08/914,628 
Filed: 8/19/97 

Title: VACUUM ACTUATED 
DISPLAY ORNAMENTS 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Attn: Thomas Hawkins 


Official Draftsman: 
Thomas Hawkins 


FACSIMILE (703)-305'4372 


PETITION TO WITHDRAW NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT 


Dear Sir: 


15). 


This Petition is responsive to the Notice of Abandormient mailed May 3, 2000 (paper no. 

Please withdraw the Notice of Abandonment for the following reasons: 
(1) All fees have been paid. 


(2) The formal drawings were indeed sent on October 2, 1997 and are 
probably misfiled. This was discussed with Examiner Rena Dye, who found the drawings and 
sent them to you September 1, 1999. 

(3) I am enclosing the following documents to support this Petition. 

(a) The Examiners Supplemental Notice of Allowability dated 
September 1, 1999 confirming that the drawings were found and submitted to Drafting. 

(b) Copy of October 2, 1 997 return postcard showing that the PTO, 
instead of filing drawings in 08/914,628, may have misfiled the drawings in 08/944,070. 


(c) Copy of the actual formal drawings Figures 1-17. 


We respectfully submit that this case and its drawings should proceed immediately to 
publication and issue. 


Respectfully s ubmitt ed 




Veo Peoples, Jr., #2^^^^ 
Attorney for Applicant 
Haverstock, Garrett & Roberts 
611 Olive Street, Suite 1610 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 
Phone: (314)241-4427 
Fax: (314)241-3317 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

/ hereby certify that this Petition, along with any paper or document referred to herein as being attached 
or enclosed, is being deposited as Express Mail No. EL6368J J J43US in an envelope addressed to: Official 
Draftsman, Attn: Thomas Hawkins, Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 J on May 12, 
2000, (Sheri West) 


^ nomas pawKins, Assistan 
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UlurrED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent end TradBmark Office 

AddPBBs: COMMlSSiONfiR OF PATBMTS AND TRADEMARf^B 
Waohingean, D.C 20231 


Al>PUCATlON NUMBER 


FIH8T NAMED APPUCANfr 


ATTOWIEV POCKET NO. 


08/9 1. 4 :. e2(^, 08/ J. 9/97 


SHEFf-IELJ> 


001. 003. Id 


EXAMINER 


7B42/0SQO 

JX)IM.AS SHEFFIELD. JR.. 
n,4^0 DAVhaN DRIVE 
ST. LQijJS NO 63J.4f:. 


NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT 

Thie appKcatton is abandoned In vtsw of: 

n Applicanfsfatlurd to tlmalyfflQ a proper roepon&o to the Office letter „ 
□ A reBponso (with a Cortifloate of Mailing or Tfansmisaion of 


ART UNIT 


I 


PAPER NUMBB^ 


1772 
DATEMAILCO: 


O.S/03/00 


J wa$ received on 


time of mortth(B)) which expired on . 

□ A proposed reeponee wee received on. 


> which is after the expiration of the period for responee (including a total e)dansion of 


, but It boea not constltLia a proper reeponee (o the final 


reiactlon. 

(A proper reeponse to a final rejection conelets only of: a timely filed amendment which places the applicaffon in 
condition for allowance; a Notice of Appeal; or the filing of a continuing application under 37 CFR 1.62 (FWC)* 

□ No reeponae hae been received. 

Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee within the statutory period of three months from the mailing date 
of the Nottca of Allowance. 

□ The issLie fee (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission of ) waa recalved on 

□ "me subinfll^d issue lee of \i insufficient. The issue fsa reqMimd by 37 CFR 1 ,18 is 

□ The issue foe has not been received. 

Applicant's failure to timely flte^new formal drawings as required in the Notice of Allowability. 

□ Proposed new formal drawings (with a Certiffcatd of Mailing orTt^nsmi&aion of. 


received on. 


were 


□ The proposed new fomfiaf drawings filed . 


.are not acceptable. 


No proposed new format drawings have been received. 

□ The express abandonment under 37 CFR 1 .e2(g) in favor of the FWC application filed on 

D The letter of expnase abandonment which {a signed by the aitomay or agent of record, the assignee of the entire 
Interest, or all of the applioants, 

□ The letter of e^cprose abandonment which Is signed by an attorney or agent (acting In a lepresentatlva capacity under 
37 CFR 1 .34(a) upon thd filing of a continuing application. 

□ The decision by the Bosrd of Patent Appeals and Interferences rendered on„ 


for seeking court review of the decision has expired and there are no atlowfid claims. 
□ The reaGon(6) below: 


.and because the pertod 


THOMASHMVKtNS 

305-B380 


FORM PTO*1432 (REV. 1{^9&| 


TOTPL P. 01 
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UNIliii STATEu V^PARTMEN-^^OMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATEISTTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington. D.C. 50231 ^y"/? 


] 


APPUCATION Nlji^BER 


FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


\\ Ci ,1 , (1 1'l , 1 'I 


Ihi22/090J. 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


.177: 

DATE MAILED: 


This Is a communication from the examiner in charge ol your application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 


All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application If not included herewith (or 
previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 

□ This communication is responsive to _ ^ • 


^ The allowed claim(s) is/are ^ 


□ The drawings filed on J are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some' □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 


a received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
•Certified copies not received; . 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE THREE MONTHS 
FROM THE -DATE MAILED" of this Office action. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of 
time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). I 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION. PTO-152. which discloses that the oath or 
declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. f x / I 

QLAppttcarrtttfSr^it^EW FORMAL DRAWINGS ^/ ^^^^^ I ^ 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be informal. 6 ^ ' I 

□ including changes required by the Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948. attached hereto or to Paper No. . \ 

□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on _ . which has been approved | 

by the examiner. I 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. I 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the drawings. ! 
The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftperson. | 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. | 

Any response to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CQDBS^^^^ NUMBER), 

Tap^Scam has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due. the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of tne NOTICE OF 

ALLOWANCE should also be included. * ^ — . : 

Attachment(8) - ' | 

□ Notice of References Cited. PTO-892 ^ . | 

I 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) | 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 ^" ^ ^ ** '"j^ 

□ Examiner's Amendment/Comment RENAL DYE 

. .n. . ... » , PRIMARY EXAMINER 

□ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological Matenal 

□ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

'fr U.S. GOVERNMENT PRIMTINQOFRCE: 1997-429-299 


>st Available Copy 


Docket ^no^ 001.03.04 VPJ October 2, 19'97 

The official date stamp of the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office hereon will serve to acknowledge 
receipt of the follovn'ng documents for Douglas M. 
Sheffield, Jr , , Serial no. 08/914628 , filed on 
August 19, 1997, for "Vacuum Actuated Display Orna- 
ments". 


Transmittal letter 

Three (3) formal drawings 

Preliminary Amendment 


Docket no. 001,03.04 VPJ October 2, 1997 

The official date stamp of the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office hereon will serve to acknowledge 
receipt of the following documents- fo-r Doug! as M. 
Sheffield, Jr., Serial no . ^0^8/ 914628 ,^fi 1 ed on 
August 19 , 1 997 , for " Vacuum"" ActuateclDi s pi ay Orna- 
ments". 

Transmittal letter 

Three (3) formal drawings /g^^^^ ^ g 

Preliminary Amendment / 08/944070 


10/02/97 


